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His inspection was to be preliminary to the emission
of a Lottery Loan, providing his report was favour-
able. M. Rousseau was a keen practical man.
While it was quite true that theatrical effects were
introducedj he was not deceived.
" During my last visit to the Isthmus I went over
the works, notebook in hand, and made sixty photo-
graphs. I can summarise all, by stating that the
effect was more than depressing. The Canal Com-
pany take credit for thirty miUion dollars' worth of
machinery on the Isthmus of Panama. The greater
part of this machinery has been left out in the open,
and a prominent engineer told me that two-thirds of
it is absolutely useless; and it wouldn't pay to take it
away for old metal. Five millions of dollars have
been spent in creating a very pretty, well-kept
tropical town at Christophe Colomb. Sidings are
covered with valuable engines and all kinds of move-
able plant, which are out in all weathers and going
to ruin."
It appeared as if the policy of the Canal executives
was, " Let us eat, drink, and be merry, for to-morrow
we die."
It is needless to elaborate further the melancholy
history of the undertaking in the Isthmus itself. The
succession of setbacks, whether due to natural obstacles
and catastrophes, mismanagement and miscalculation,
riot, accident, and act of God, had to have their
inevitable sequel. Millions after millions were poured
into the insatiable maw of the canal, and still more was
demanded. Loan succeeded loan, and was rapidly